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MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT

Resolution No. 189-A 2024 (Ung)

Resolution calling on the New York State Legislature to pass, and the voters to approve, an
amendment to the New York State Constitution to move New York City elections to even-
numbered years.

The organizations signed below express their support for New York City Council Resolution 189-A-2024,
which calls on the State Legislature to pass legislation that would move New York City’s municipal
elections from odd-numbered years to even-numbered years.

New York City has suffered from very low voter participation rates in local elections for several decades,

with the last City election reaching a historic low of only 23% voter turnout. Our off-year election cycle
not only depresses turnout but also leads to unrepresentative electorates: the voting population is
older, whiter, and wealthier than the overall population of New York City. Studies comparing odd- and

even-numbered year elections consistently show that racial and age-based turnout gaps are higher in

local elections than in even-year presidential and gubernatorial elections.

Aligning the timing of our municipal elections with high-profile, high-turnout federal or statewide
elections would dramatically boost voter turnout for local offices, from mayor to council districts. It
would also reduce the gaps in participation, particularly among young voters and voters of color. And it
would save the city tens of millions of dollars a year, according to the Independent Budget Office.

Other cities that have made this shift have seen voter participation in local elections double or triple,
and their voting population has become more reflective of the city. It has been successfully
implemented in municipalities using Ranked Choice Voting, like San Francisco and Oakland; cities with
closed-primary systems, like Baltimore; and large and diverse cities like Los Angeles. Over 100
municipalities and several states have moved local elections “on cycle” over the last decade in an effort
to combat low turnout.

New York State has also moved to align local elections with federal and statewide elections by passing
Chapter 741/2023, which moved county and town elections to even years. Moving New York City’s
elections would require lawmakers to pass a constitutional amendment, which voters will then need to
approve. Such legislation has the support of Governor Hochul and dozens of voting rights, disability

rights, civic, and community groups. Importantly, New York City voters support this policy with nearly

three-to-one approval rates regardless of age, race and ethnicity, education, or party affiliation.

Therefore, changing New York City’s election calendar would be a long process that would only go into
effect in the next decade, at the earliest. This gradual, long-term implementation process provides


https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6558093&GUID=DB38E13C-3AF1-471B-AF3C-94850A6083C0&Options=&Search=
https://gothamist.com/news/what-if-nycs-mayoral-election-was-this-year-experts-say-more-people-would-vote-in-it
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3888349
https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/10.1089/elj.2017.0462
https://brennancenterny-my.sharepoint.com/personal/pinom_brennan_law_nyu_edu/Documents/NY%20Reform/Election%20timing/324547483_Election_Timing_Electorate_Composition_and_Policy_Outcomes_Evidence_from_School_Districts_ELECTION_TIMING_ELECTORATE_COMPOSITION_AND_POLICY_OUTCOMES
https://citizensunion.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Moving-Municipal-Elections-to-Even-Numbered-Years-Citizens-Union-report_FINAL.pdf
https://citizensunion.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Moving-Municipal-Elections-to-Even-Numbered-Years-Citizens-Union-report_FINAL.pdf
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2024/08/independent-budget-office-holding-all-elections-even-years-would-save-nyc-millions/398851/#:~:text=New%20York%20City%20could%20save%20an%20estimated%20%2442,report%20from%20the%20city%E2%80%99s%20Independent%20Budget%20Office%20found.
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2024/08/independent-budget-office-holding-all-elections-even-years-would-save-nyc-millions/398851/#:~:text=New%20York%20City%20could%20save%20an%20estimated%20%2442,report%20from%20the%20city%E2%80%99s%20Independent%20Budget%20Office%20found.
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/abs/who-votes-city-election-timing-and-voter-composition/39CE6B9F0E906228F695248C874C0C36
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/abs/who-votes-city-election-timing-and-voter-composition/39CE6B9F0E906228F695248C874C0C36
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-signs-voting-rights-legislation-expand-access-ballot-box-and-improve-voter
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-signs-voting-rights-legislation-expand-access-ballot-box-and-improve-voter
https://citizensunion.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Group-Memo-of-Support-S9126-Skoufis-A10466-Walker-Even-Year-Elections-5.30.24.pdf
https://citizensunion.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Group-Memo-of-Support-S9126-Skoufis-A10466-Walker-Even-Year-Elections-5.30.24.pdf
https://x.com/CitizensUnionNY/status/1782831334353727617
https://x.com/CitizensUnionNY/status/1782831334353727617

ample time for lawmakers, election officials, civic groups, and the public to prepare for the new election
calendar with necessary administrative and educational measures.

New York City must act to stop the decades-long downward spiral in voter participation in our municipal
elections and move to an election calendar that gives more New Yorkers a voice in who runs their
government. We urge the New York City Council to pass Resolution 189-2024.

Sincerely,
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