CITIZENS Candidate Questionnaire
UNION Local Candidates Committee

OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK District Attorney Elections 2019

Citizens Union appreciates your response to the following questionnaire related to policy issues facing New York City
and our interest in reforming city and state government. Please return the questionnaire to us as soon as possible.
Responses to these questions will be one of several factors Citizens Union uses to evaluate candidates running for
District Attorney, and to issue our preference for the Primary and endorsement for the General Election. Please feel free
to affix any additional information such as a résumé, campaign brochure, or issue statements.

If you seek our support, we will also need to schedule an interview with you as part of the evaluation process. Please
contact us if you wish to be interviewed.
We plan to make responses to this questionnaire public on our website, printed voters directory, and other appropriate

venues.

We thank you very much for your response.

Biographical Information

Candidate Name: Candidate Cell Phone:
Party Affiliation(s): Age:
Education:

Office Sought (including district):

Occupation/Employer:

Previous Offices, Campaigns and Community/Civic Involvement:

(Please feel free to affix any additional information such as a résumé, campaign brochure, or issue statements.)

Campaign Contact Information

Campaign Manager Name: Additional Staff Contact:
Address:

Telephone: Fax:

Website: Email:

Twitter: Facebook:

Affirmations

Have you completed required campaign finance filings? YES / NO

Are you willing to be interviewed by CU’s Local Candidates Committee? YES / NO

(Please note: interviews are prerequisites of being considered for Citizens Union endorsements.)

Signature of Candidate: Date:




|.  CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

Please state your position on the following issues by using the space provided below each question or a separate sheet
of paper. You may also provide additional information on any actions that you have taken or plan to take to advance

your positions on these issues.

1. What trends do you see in criminal activity that the district attorney's office should address?

2. What would your priorities be as district attorney? What would you change in the incumbent’s approach to

fulfilling the responsibilities of the district attorney?

3. What about your background and approach to the position differentiates you from the others running for

district attorney?




4. What role do you think the district attorney plays in anti-corruption efforts and building public trust, and how

would you fulfill that role once in office?

5. To what extent would your office use the district attorney’s existing authority to investigate and monitor elected
officials’ conduct in relation to issues like campaign finance compliance and proper use of government resources

and influence?

6. Do you believe more needs to be done to ease the re-entry of formerly incarcerated persons into society and, if

so, what would you propose?




7. Do you think that the number of incidents of police misconduct is a problem? If so, what would you propose to

facilitate more effective oversight of police misconduct? What data do you have to support your point of view?

8. What are your views on the state legislation recently enacted with regard to discovery and use of bail?

9. Do you support requiring police interrogations to be videotaped?




10. How do you feel about the city’s plan to close the Rikers Island complex? What concerns do you have and what

are the potential benefits and pitfalls of the plan?




Additional Comments:




ll. CAMPAIGN PROMISES MADE TO VOTERS

What are the top five campaign promises you are making to the voters during this campaign?

If elected, Citizens Union will use these promises to evaluate your performance while in office, as well as to evaluate
your candidacy in the future.

Please feel free to use additional paper if the space provided is not sufficient, and to affix additional information such as
a résumé, campaign brochure, or issue statements. We thank you very much for your response.

TOP FIVE 2019 CAMPAIGN PROMISES OR GOALS




I1l. ETHICAL REPRESENTATION OF CONSTITUENTS

Citizens Union believes that all New Yorkers deserve to be represented by officials who work for the public interest
and honor public trust. We seek to endorse a candidate who will demonstrate that they will honor the full
commitment of the oath of office, and will always represent the public interest above all else. Please give us your

views on this aspect of public service.

Please return to: Citizens Union, Local Candidates Committee, 299 Broadway, Suite 700 New York, NY 10007
Via email to candidates@citizensunion.org or fax to 212.227.0345 < Call us at 212-227-0342 with questions.



mailto:candidates@citizensunion.org

