CITIZENS Candidate Questionnaire
U N Io N Local Candidates Committee

OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK District Attorney Elections 2019

Citizens Union appreciates your response to the following questionnaire related to policy issues facing New York City
and our interestin reforming city and state government. Please return the questionnaire to us as soon as possible, and
no later thanMay 1*. Responsestothese questions will be one of severalfactors Citizens Union usesto evaluate
candidatesrunningfor District Attorney, andtoissueour preferenceforthe Primaryand endorsementforthe General
Election. Please feel free to affix any additional information such as a résumé, campaign brochure, or issue statements.

Ifyouseekoursupport, wewillalsoneedtoscheduleaninterviewwithyouas partofthe evaluationprocess. Please
contact us if you wish to be interviewed.

We plan to make responses to this questionnaire public on our website, printed voters directory, and other appropriate
venues.

We thank you very much for your response.

Biographical Information

Candidate Name: Greg Lasak Candidate Cell Phone: 917-968-1567

Party Affiliation(s): Democrat Age: 66

Education: Queens College, B.A., New York Law
School, J.D.

Office Sought (including district): District Attorney,
Queens County

Occupation/Employer: Recently Resigned from the New
York State Supreme Court

Previous Offices, Campaigns and Community/Civic Involvement:

Supreme Court Justice - Deputy Administrative Judge, Assistant District Attorney, Executive Assistant Major Crimes,
Queens Bar Association, Catholic Lawyers Guild Queens County

(Please feel free to affix any additional information such as a résumé, campaign brochure, or issue statements.)

Campaign Contact Information

Campaign Manager Name: Rasheida Smith Additional Staff Contact:
Address: PO Box 356035 Jamaica, NY 11435
Telephone: 347-860-6223 Fax:
Website: www.greglasak.com Email:
rsmith@dunton

consulting.com

Twitter: @GregLasak Facebook:
www.facebook.
com/greglasak

Affirmations




Have you completed required campaign finance filings? YES

Are you willing to be interviewed by CU’s Local Candidates Committee? YES

(Please note: interviews are prerequisites of being considered for Citizens Union endorsements.)

Signature of Candidate: Date:




. CANDIDATE QUESTIONS

Please state your position on the following issues by using the space provided below each question or a separate sheet
of paper. Youmay also provide additionalinformation on any actionsthatyou have taken or planto take toadvance
your positions on these issues.

1. Whattrends do you see in criminal activity that the district attorney's office should address?

When | was an Assistant District Attorney, | reinvestigated cases which led to almost two-dozen wrongful conviction

exoneratlons As the next Queens Dlstrlct Attorney, | WI|| create a ConV|ct|on Integrity Unit to make sure any

Justlce is belng admlnlstered falrly

2. Whatwouldyour priorities be asdistrictattorney? Whatwould youchangeintheincumbent’'sapproachto

fulfilling the responsibilities of the district attorney?

In addltlon to creating the ConV|ct|on Integrity Unit, | WI|| end cash ba|I on low-level, non- V|0Ient offenses and stop

support and treatment they need. This will not only speed up the Justlce system but also maintain its |ntegr|ty

district attorney?

One word: Experience. | have worked in the cr|m|naI Justlce system my entire career - as an ASS|stant District

convicted, to ensuring criminal trials were conducted fairly when | was on the bench - 1 know how to run this office
to ensure everyone going through the system is treated fairly while maintaining the safety our resident deserve.




4. Whatroledoyouthinkthedistrict attorney playsinanti-corruption efforts and building publictrust, and

how would you fulfill that role once in office?

The District Attorney plays a critical role when it comes to public corruption. Any claim of corruption will be

investigated and any founded claims will be praosecuted ta the fullest extent of the law

5. Towhatextentwouldyour office usethe districtattorney’s existing authority to investigate and monitor elected

officials’ conductin relation to issues like campaign finance compliance and proper use of government resources

and influence?

matter, and based on the facts will take the approprlate course of actlon

6. Doyoubelieve moreneedstobedonetoeasethere-entryof formerlyincarcerated personsinto society and,

if so, what would you propose?

More heIp can be provided, WhICh is Why | want to prowde more treatment so those taken into custody recelve the

be done by glvmg them information about employment opportunltles housmg and medlcal care, so they do not feel
they need to repeat their past offenses.




7. Doyouthinkthatthe number ofincidents of police misconductis aproblem? If so, whatwould you propose to

facilitate more effective oversight of police misconduct? Whatdatadoyouhave to supportyour pointof view?

With the City havmg reportedly spent $108 million doIIars last Flscal Year on settllng police mlsconduct cases,

ensures the Justlce system is working for everyone will help to reduce cases of misconduct and will be a top priority
of myoffice:

8. Whatare your views on the state legislation recently enacted with regard to discovery and use of bail?

| am in favor of the legislation.

9. Do you support requiring police interrogations to be videotaped?
Yes.



https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/ny-stringer-report-nypd-payout-settlement-lawsuits-20190415-2zzm2zkhpna63dtlcr2zks6eoq-story.html

10. How do you feel about the city’s plan to close the Rikers Island complex? What concerns do you have and what
are the potential benefits and pitfalls of the plan?

We need to ensure inmates on Rikers Island have every opportunity to see their families and defense lawyers, and
that the facilities meet their needs

Butinstead of bUI|dIng jaI|S in residential nelgliborlioods, believe 5UI|aIng a new, state-of-the-art Complex on the

Island, with better transportation options, is the best way to address the needs of the inmates and the concerns of
residents who don’t want jails in their backyards.




Additional Comments:




Il. CAMPAIGN PROMISES MADE TO VOTERS

What are the top five campaign promises you are making to the voters during this campaign?

If elected, Citizens Union will use these promises to evaluate your performance while in office, as well as to evaluate
your candidacy in the future.

Pleasefeelfreetouseadditional paperifthe space providedis notsufficient,andtoaffixadditionalinformationsuchas
arésumeé, campaign brochure, or issue statements. We thank you very much for your response.

TOP FIVE 2019 CAMPAIGN PROMISES OR GOALS

1. Create a Conviction Integrity Unit to continue the work | did as Executive in charge of the Major Crimes Division to exonerate
nearly two dozen innocent men.

2. Expand treatment courts and programs to provide alternatives to incarceration. | helped launch those programs when | was in the

office and presided over the Drug Treatment Part as a Judge.

3.
Refocus efforts on domestic violence cases to protect women and children. |

helped start the Domestic Violence Bureau when | was in the office.

4. Diversify the office to make sure it looks like the communities it serves.

5. Protect our immigrant communities by accounting for collateral consequences when negotiating plea deals.




ll. ETHICAL REPRESENTATION OF CONSTITUENTS

Citizens Union believes that all New Yorkers deserve to be represented by officials who work for the public interest
and honor public trust. We seek to endorse a candidate who will demonstrate that they will honor the full
commitmentofthe oath of office, and willalways representthe publicinterestabove allelse. Pleasegive usyour

views on this aspect of public service.
| couldn’t agree more. I've always considered myself a public servant first and foremost. This campaign isn’t about me, it's about the future of our criminal
jusfice system. It's about how We'Te going to reform It and how we re going to continue to keep QUueens saie.

Via emailto candidates@citizensunion.org orfaxto0212.227.0345 « Callusat212-227-0342 with questions.



mailto:candidates@citizensunion.org

